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"/ THE WHITE HOUsE
WASHINGTON

-~ TOPSECRET =~ March 30, 1971

~FROM: Dick Kennedy

- Attached is a paragraph which CIA recommends .
- ‘-‘be.added_ at the bottom of page 4 of the talking
ppmts on Lam Son, a copy of which you have,
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B ;‘ki-la“n‘ni wili of‘course want fo mask the extent to which its
. . : 7
"_capab111t1es have been 1mpa.1red a.nd w111 therefore endeavor to a.ct as
. 1£ it is playmg from strength To pro_]ect this 1mage the Commumsts

- ‘_may be wﬂ.ling to s;:e.nd add1t10na.1 manpower capital in the days

| ”immediately a.head by try:mg to mount a sharp flurry of attacks in the

| i‘knorthern\part‘ of South Vietnam, and elsewhere if they can get such

3 — ‘a;ttaéks off fhe ground. Such a;tta.ck.s niay‘be“;%pecifically‘ directed

o | “é,gainst .Uf. S’. p’ni.ts in an‘endea;rof to incréase America.n‘ éasualtie‘s .
what;ver_the- cost-’toHa.noi._\ N_brletheleés, th‘e.Communists pf;é)babl'y have

: “la.o-.stl fhe-\é-abi-llity to moqnt' sustéihed.ma..jor offensives a;nd the overall
:'ré:ngd o£ Comrriﬁ_nist actiﬁty ovér the-heﬁ fe.w‘m‘onth.s can‘ be expected

o t__d,‘ Suf)pqtt this :q'oz';te_'_n_tidxi_.'
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